[Regional differences in physical development and growth of children in nine cities of China].
To elucidate the regional differences in some patterns and characteristics of changes in physical development and growth in Chinese children. Data collected from the third national survey on physical development and growth in children under seven years old conducted in 1995 were analyzed and compared with those in 1975 and 1985. There were significant differences in physical development and growth of children between various regions, and that in northern and middle regions was significantly superior to that in the south, with Beijing, Shanghai, Harbin and Nanjing ranking the first four places. But, this difference began to show a trend to narrow during the past 20 years, especially in the past ten years. Regional difference in the development and growth of children is still present in China, but, begins to narrow.